12/19/2006 TUE 16:05 FAX 



PTO 




--^©002/003 



Application Serial No. 10/678,154 

Reply to Interview Summary dated November 21, 2006 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



DEC 1 9 2006 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



An Advisory Action dated August 28, 2006 was mailed in the above-identified 
application. The Advisory Action indicated that claims amended in response to the Final 
Office Action dated May 19, 2006 would require a new search pertaining to the operation 
of a vend motor assembly including rotation and position sensors controlled by a pulse 
width signal to gradually rotate an attached a cradle to within 1/3° of accuracy. 
Following receipt of the Advisory Action, the Examiner was contacted and reminded 
that, during an interview conducted on July 1 7, 2006, it was agreed that none of the prior 
art cited in the present case teaches a vend motor assembly having both rotation and 
position sensors connected to a controller, with the controller rotating a cradle member 
based on signals from the rotation and position sensors such that the cradle member is 
rotated within 1/3° of a desired vend angle during a vend operation, as required by claims 
1 , U and 22 as originally filed. 

With respect to claim 17, the Examiner also agreed during the July interview that 
none of the prior art taught a vend motor having a rotation sensor, a position sensor and a 
controller coupled to both the rotation and the position sensors as claimed. However, the 
Examiner desired clarification as to the actual operation of the position sensor. The 
Applicant and the Examiner agreed that amending claim 17 to recite that the position 
sensor senses a position of a motor shaft of a vend motor would more clearly patentably 
define the invention over the prior art. At the end of the interview, the Examiner agreed 
to enter the amendments, as the proposed change would place the claim in condition for 
allowance over the art of record. 

The Examiner also agreed that none of the prior art teaches controlling a vend 
motor in a soft start mode by regulating a pulse width modulated signal so as to gradually 
increase a rotational speed of the vend motor as presented in claim 23. That being said, 
the Examiner requested that the claim be amended to set forth a clear interrelationship 
between the vend motor and the PWM signal. After discussing various changes, an 
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agreement was reached to amend claim 23 to recite that the vend motor is controlled with 
the PWM signal- 
Based on agreements reached with the Examiner, indicating that the amendments 
to the claims would be entered after final, the Applicant was surprised to receive an 
Advisory Action indicating that the amendments would not be entered and, in fact, 
constituted a new search. The Applicant was particularly unclear as to why the Examiner 
indicated that a new search was required pertaining to the operation of the vend motor 
assembly regarding the rotation and position sensors, PWM signal and 1/3° of rotation 
limitations, as these limitations were in the claims as originally presented. In a discussion 
following issuance of the Advisory Action, the Examiner agreed to withdraw the finality 
of the previous Office Action, conduct a new search and issue a new, non-Final Office 
Action. 

Again, this paper is being filed based on the requirement set forth by the 
Examiner for the Applicant to provide a statement on the substance of the interview 
conducted, as required on the Examiner PTOL-41 3 Interview Summary form and in 
MPEP §713.04. If the Examiner should have any questions or concerns regarding this 
statement, he is cordially invited to contact the undersigned at the number provided 
below if it would further expedite the prosecution. 



Date: December 19, 2006 
DIEDERIKS & WHITELAW, PLC 
12471 Dillingham Square, #301 
Woodbridge, VA 22192 
Tel: (703) 583-8300 
Fax: (703) 583-8301 




submitted, 




Victor Kernus 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 50,146 
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